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The world’s urban population is close to 3.9 billion, including nearly 

1 billion living in informal settlements. The United Nations estimates 

that the urban population in developing countries could double by 

2030, while the land area covered by cities could triple. Currently, in 

sub-Saharan Africa, only 40% of the urban population has access to 

improved sanitation, while in Southern Asia the percentage covered 

is 671. This percentage could decrease as governments struggle 

with providing required infrastructure and basic services to meet the rapidly growing demand.  To avoid 

this, and work toward achievement of SDG 6.2, government, private sector, civil society and donor 

organizations will need to develop and deploy innovative service delivery models that will increase 

sanitation access to urban customers at a faster pace and larger scale than ever before.  
 

In preparation for the United Nations’ World Toilet Day on November 19, 2016, SID/W, together with 

AECOM, has assembled a panel of experts to discuss their experiences and the prospects for achieving 

universal access to sanitation for urban populations by 2030.  
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Sustainable Development Goal 6.2 

By 2030, achieve access to 
adequate and equitable sanitation 
and hygiene for all and end open 
defecation, paying special attention 
to the needs of women and girls and 
those in vulnerable situations 



 

Speakers 

 

Jesse Shapiro 
USAID 

Jesse Shapiro is a Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) Advisor, the 
Environmental Health Team Lead, and Sanitation Focal Point at USAID based in 
GH.   He is a civil engineer with over 10 years experiences in WASH 
development.  Jesse spent the first part of his career in the field with the 
governments of East Timor and the Marshall Islands where he led national water 
and sanitation programming, advised on utility reform, was a technical advisor for 
various INGOs, and was a Peace Corps Volunteer.   

 

Arie Istandar 
AECOM 

Arijanto (Arie) Istandar is a Senior Infrastructure Technical Advisor at AECOM 
International Development. He is a Civil and Water Resources Engineer, 
specializing in WASH development, urban water services reform and 
improvements. Over the past 15 years, Arie has led various projects in South and 
Southeast Asia that established policy framework for urban water and 
environmental services, enabled peer-to-peer partnerships to build capacities of 
water service providers, and supported utility operational efficiency improvements.  

Arie previously served as the Water and Sanitation Team Leader for USAID’s 7-
year regional Environmental Cooperation – Asia (ECO-Asia) project and COP for 
USAID’s WaterLinks project. 

 

Susana Rojas 
Williams  
Habitat for Humanity 

 

Susana Rojas Williams serves as the Director of International Shelter Initiatives at 
Habitat for Humanity International, where she provides technical and advisory 
support to sustainable housing, water and sanitation, and urban development 
programs around the world.  Susana is an urban planner and architect with 
extensive experience in the technical and policy aspects of urban development, 
housing, land, infrastructure and basic services (water, sanitation and energy) 
with particular focus on pro-poor and people-centered approaches specially in 
support of self-managed incremental housing processes. 

Originally from Lima, Peru, Susana holds a Master in City Planning and International 
Development and a Master of Science in Architecture Studies from the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology.  She studied at the National University of 
Engineering in Peru before transferring to the University of Kansas where she 
obtained a Professional Degree in Architecture. Before joining Habitat for Humanity, 
Susana worked with the Water and Sanitation Trust Fund of UN-HABITAT, the World 
Bank, the Inter-American Development Bank, the Center for Reflective Community 
Practice and the Special Interest Group in Urban Settlement at MIT.  She has 
professional experience working in Latin America and the Caribbean, Southeast Asia, 
South and Central Asia, Eastern Europe and Africa.   



 

 

Jennifer Marcy  
PSI 

Jennifer Marcy is Senior Technical Advisor at PSI, where she leads global 
technical services for WASH and nutrition partnerships and strategy, knowledge 
management and learning, business development, and project support. Prior to 
joining PSI, she was a Technical Officer for the Food and Nutrition Technical 
Assistance Project (FANTA) at FHI360, where she worked on global guidelines 
and tools for clinic and community-based nutrition assessment, counselling, and 
support and provided direct support to ministries of health to improve service 
delivery and monitoring. Previously, Jennifer led the Health Practice at Chemonics 
and worked at PATH, providing technical support on maternal and child nutrition 
among HIV-affected populations. Jennifer has an MSc in public health nutrition 
from the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine and a B.A. in 
international relations from Brown University.  

 

Rajesh K. Advani 
World Bank 

Rajesh Advani is a Senior Infrastructure Specialist at the World Bank’s Global 
Partnership on Output Based Aid, where he leads the water and sanitation, 
irrigation and urban services business lines. He joined the World Bank in 2007 
and has worked on projects and done analytical work in the water, energy and 
health sectors. He specializes in results-based financing, increasing access to 
market finance for infrastructure and supporting private sector participation in 
infrastructure projects. Prior to joining the World Bank, Rajesh worked for 11 
years in the private sector. He holds an MBA from the University of Melbourne 
and a Bachelor of Commerce from the University of Bombay.  

 

Robyn Fisher 
WaterAid America 

Robyn serves as the Policy and Advocacy Officer for WaterAid. She works with 
US government to improve international assistance for WASH services in the 
world's poorest communities. Prior to joining WaterAid, Robyn worked at National 
Wildlife Federation advocating for legislation that protected the scope of the Clean 
Water Act and promoted Gulf Coast restoration. She also spent time analyzing 
national freshwater policy for the US House of Representatives’ Water and Power 
Subcommittee. Robyn holds a degree in Environmental Studies from the 
University of California, Santa Cruz and she is based here in Washington, DC. 

 


